It would be out of place here to enter into any lengthened discussion on the general merits or demerits of the Broussaian system, which, from the great imperfection of our knowledge, the speciousness of its doctrines, and the talent and dogmatism with which they have been supported, has won disciples in every country, and within a few years spread itself over the face of the European continent. It seems to be the fate of the human mind, when searching its way through obscure, and perhaps inscrutably subjects, to be in every age led astray by the tempting sight of some ingenious theory. The science of medicine has, in too many instances, to deplore the efforts of genius for its improvement; and we fear much it will be hereafter found in none so much as in those attempts at localizing all diseases in the coats of the stomach and bowels, and reducing all treatment to bleeding and starvation. Le Sage could have little conception, when he satirized the simplifying spirit of the profession, in the practice of Sangrado, that his caricature was to be outdone in the leeching and "diete absolue" of Broussais.
